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WICHITA FALLS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 

9th GRADE COURSE GUIDE 

 
 

For incoming Freshmen, this document provides an overview of the courses available upon entering high school.  

A complete version of the High School Course Guide is available on our website at www.wfisd.net/Page/13753.  

 
 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS: What will I need to earn a diploma? 

 

Incoming 9th graders (who start school in August 2014 or later) must earn credits under the Foundation plan, and 

must also enroll in at least one endorsement.  These graduation requirements are described in the chart below. 

 

Courses Foundation  Endorsements 

English  

4 credits 
 English I 

 English II 

 English III 

 Advanced English  
 

 
Choose 4 additional credits 

 

STEM 
 1 Math or 1 CTE Math 

 1 Science or 1 CTE Science 

 Elective  1: _________________ 

 Elective  2: _________________ 
 

Business and Industry 
 1 Math or 1 CTE Math 

 1 Science or 1 CTE Science 

 Elective  1: _________________ 

 Elective  2: _________________ 
 

Arts and Humanities 
 1 Math or 1 CTE Math 

 1 Science or 1 CTE Science 

 Elective  1: _________________ 

 Elective  2: _________________ 
 

Public Service 
 1 Math or 1 CTE Math 

 1 Science or 1 CTE Science 

 Elective  1: _________________ 

 Elective  2: _________________ 
 

Multidisciplinary Studies 
 1 Math or 1 CTE Math 

 1 Science or 1 CTE Science 

 Elective  1: _________________ 

 Elective  2: _________________ 
 

Mathematics 

3 credits 
 Algebra I 

 Geometry 

 Advanced Math 
 

 

Science 

3 credits 
 Biology 

 IPC or Advanced Science 

 Advanced Science 
 

 

Social Studies 

3 credits 
 World Geography or     

World History 

 U.S. History 

 Government (½ unit)  

 Economics (½ unit) 
 

 

Fine Arts 
1 credit 

 ______________  
 

 

World Language 
(or substitute) 

2 credits 
 Year 1 

 Year 2 
 

 

Physical Education 
1 credit 

 ______________  
 

 

Electives 

5 credits 
 ______________ 

 ______________ 

 ______________ 

 ______________ 

 ______________  
 

 

Total: 22 credits  26 total credits 

 

 

 

For more information about selecting and endorsement, a video is available on the District website 

at www.wfisd.net/Page/13753  
 

  

http://www.wfisd.net/Page/13753
http://www.wfisd.net/Page/13753
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FIRST YEAR: What classes should I take as a 9th grader? 

 

During a student’s 9th grade year, a student should take courses aligned with the following schedule. 
 

Grade 8-period school day 

9 English I 
Algebra I  

(or advanced 

math) 
Biology 

World 

Geography 

Language 

other than 

English I 

Fine art 
Physical 

Education 
Elective 

 

Within this structure, students still have several options. 

 

ENGLISH OPTIONS 

English I (03220100) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

English I is an introduction to reading and composition. Students’ reading will emphasize 

literary elements and genre, including poetry, novels, drama, short stories, and nonfiction, 

and will focus on both classical and practical reading selections. Composition study will 

emphasize various writing purposes, mechanical correctness, grammar, vocabulary, 

language usage, and proofreading. 

English I Pre-AP (03220100) 

English I Pre-DP (03220100) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisites: Passing score on 8th grade 

STAAR Reading, parent approval 

The advanced English I course is designed to enrich and challenge beyond the essentials 

of English I. A higher level of critical and creative thinking skills will be used, and students 

will experience a more in-depth approach to classical literature selections and writing 

styles/techniques. The curriculum involves world literature taught by genre and allows 

students to discover universal ideas found in a variety of sources. 

This course helps prepare the students for the requirements of future AP and IB Diploma 

courses.  A research paper is required. Students are strongly encouraged to take the PSAT 

in October.  Summer reading will be required and assessed in August. 

 

MATHEMATICS OPTIONS 

Algebra I (03100500) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: 8th grade math 

 

 

Algebra I is designed to expand the manipulative skills of arithmetic to algebraic skills. 

This course develops the properties of real numbers; includes the study of linear 

equations, inequalities, operations with polynomials, factoring, algebraic fractions, 

functions, graphing systems of equations, and operations with radicals. The TEKS place 

much emphasis on functions and graphing; emphasis on use of the graphing calculator; 

and emphasis on realistic up-to-date word problems. Conceptual development with hands-

on activities will precede abstract thinking activities. 

Algebra I (Pre-AP) (03100500) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisite: 8th grade pre-AP math, or 

teacher recommendation 

 

The advanced level of Algebra I will cover the same course content as the regular section 

of Algebra I plus an introductory unit of Trigonometry and an introductory unit of 

Probability and Statistics. The advanced course will cover more challenging problems and 

probe deeper into each new idea. Much emphasis will be on functions and graphing, 

calculators, and realistic up-to-date word problems. Less conceptual development will be 

needed; thus, moving to abstract thinking at a faster rate. An Algebra project may be 

required. 

Geometry (Pre-AP) (03100700) 

Geometry (Pre-DP) (03100700) 
Credits: 1 Unit 

Grade Placement: 9-10 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisites: Algebra I (Pre-AP/DP), passing 

score on Algebra I EOC, teacher 

recommendation 

The students will cover the same material and ideas as regular geometry, but a greater 

degree of rigor will be expected in the proofs and problems they do. The students will be 

given a more in-depth study of solid, transformational, and non-Euclidean geometry. 

Special projects and assignments may be required throughout the year dealing with 

applied geometry. Trigonometry will be introduced. 

Algebra II (Pre-AP) (03100600) 

Algebra II (Pre-DP) (03100600) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisites: Algebra I (Pre-AP/DP), passing 

score on Algebra I EOC, teacher 

recommendation 

This advanced section of Algebra II covers the same course content as the regular section but 

deals with the topics in greater depth and complexity.  The advanced course requires 

extensive application of learned skills in new settings through realistic up-to-date word 

problems. Abstract thinking will be developed and technology will be extensively utilized. An 

independent project may be required. 
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BIOLOGY OPTIONS 

Biology (03010200) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Biology is an introduction to biological concepts including process skills. Topics include 

genetics, bacteriology, botany, ecology, vertebrates, invertebrates, body systems, 

evolution, and scientific problem solving. 

Biology Pre-AP (03010200) 

Biology Pre-DP (03010200) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisites: advanced 8th grade Science, 

passing score on 8th grade Science STAAR 

Advanced Biology (Pre-AP/Pre-DP) is an accelerated introduction to biological concepts 

integrated with process skills. This course is a lab-oriented class, which includes such 

topics as genetics, bacteriology, ecology, zoology, cytology, botany, vertebrates, 

invertebrates, body systems, evolution, and scientific problem solving. A major project will 

be required each semester. 

As students study and apply the experimental sciences, they should also see the 

relationship and place of these sciences in society.  This course helps prepare students 

for the requirements of the AP program and the IB Diploma Program. 

 

WORLD GEOGRAPHY OPTIONS 

World Geography (03320100) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-11 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

This course will provide an opportunity to explore the human and physical content of the 

world’s greatest geographic realms.  This course will also provide an introduction to 

geography and the discipline that connects human society and natural environment. 

World Geography Pre-AP (03320100) 

World Geography Pre-DP (03320100) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-11 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisites: teacher conference 

Historical events will be evaluated in a geographical perspective at regional, national, and 

global levels.  This advanced course will build skills and develop a knowledge base to 

prepare students for Advanced Placement (AP) and International Baccalaureate (IB) social 

studies courses taken during their junior and senior years. 

 

FINE ARTS OPTIONS 

Art I (03500100) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Art I is the exploration of the principles of design, including art history, appreciation, and 

vocabulary. The class is graded on effort as well as talent, following directions, and good 

studio practices.  This class is a foundation course for all other art classes. 

 

Theatre Arts I (03250100) 
Credits: ½ - 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Theatre Arts I covers the basic fundamentals of acting, including voice and diction, stage 

movement, and pantomime.  Through reading and writing exercises, students also analyze 

and interpret scripts and characters, understand dramatic structure, and explore theatre 

history.  The course also includes an introduction to various aspects of technical theatre, 

including stagecraft, lighting, sound, costume design, and improvisation. 

 

Dance I (03830100) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Availability: RHS 

Dance I focuses on the basic vocabulary and techniques of dance and kinesthetic 

movement. Students receive an overview of dance history and will explore careers that 

can be pursued in the dance field.  Students will gain a basic understanding of the 

technique and performance of hip-hop, jazz, modern, lyrical jazz, and ballet. Can be taken 

for a fine art credit; does not count for PE credit. 

Beginning (Cadet) Band (03150100) 
Credits: 1 unit.  Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Availability: HHS, WFHS 

Pre-requisite: a desire to play a band 

instrument, self-discipline to interact positively 

Students study basic fundamentals of tone production, rhythms, terms, history and 

ensemble playing. Students perform band music of varying forms and styles thus 

establishing a basis for understanding and appreciating music. 

 

Marching Band (1st Semester) I 

(03150100) 
Credits: ½ unit.  Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisites: audition, director approval 

This course prepares students to perform medium to difficult marching drills and music 

from all areas of musical literature for UIL marching contest. Class is performance 

oriented. Marching Band (1st semester) is a substitute for P.E. credit. 

Winter Guard/Flag II/Band II 

(03151700, 03151800, 03151900, 

03152000) 
Credits: 1 unit.  Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: audition, director approval 

Winter guard is a group for selected students interested in the study and performance of 

ballet, modern jazz, rock, and popular dance. The guard will perform at various contests 

and special events. Study and development of flag, rifle, sabre, and dance concepts and 

skills in a variety of techniques and styles is undertaken. 
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Orchestra I, II, III, IV (03150500, 

03150600, 03150700, 03150800) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: ability to play violin, viola, cello, 

or bass 

Orchestra prepares music for concert and contest. Advanced students audition for All-

Region and All-State Orchestras. Music is prepared for UIL Solo-Ensemble Contest and 

Concert Sight- Reading Contest. Several concerts are presented during the school year. 

This course provides students a laboratory experience in orchestral music. The student 

performs literature for the orchestra of varying forms and styles establishing a basis for 

understanding and appreciating music. 

 

Guitar I (03151700) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: desire to play the guitar, the 

self-discipline to follow through with the 

course 

Availability: RHS 

The first year of guitar is designed to teach the student the basic skills needed to play 

melodies and chords along with learning to read music notation and basic music theory 

concepts. As with any musical instrument, there is a right way (and wrong way) to hold and 

play the guitar.  Correct posture and hand placement is emphasized from the beginning. 

By the end of the 1st year, students will be able to play complete songs.  The songs will 

include bass and melody and possibly a simply cord accompaniment which the student 

will play all at the same time. Students will also learn how to play as a group in an 

ensemble concert at the end of the year. A willingness and desire to learn the guitar the 

correct way is a must for anyone to succeed in this course. 

Piano I (03151800) 
Credits: 1 unit.  Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Availability: RHS, WFHS 

This course is for students who are interested in learning to play the piano or interested in 

improving their already existing keyboarding skills.  Emphasis will be placed on scales, 

music notation, chord structure, rhythm/meter, and musical performance. 

 

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION OPTIONS 

Health (03810100) 
Credits: ½ unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

This course is designed to provide knowledge and understanding of the following areas: 

lifetime fitness, nutrition, communicable diseases, mental health, drugs, safety and 

emergency procedures, family living and environmental health. 

Foundations of Personal Fitness 

(PES00052) 
Credits: ½ unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

This course is designed to encourage students to strive for lifetime personal fitness with an 

emphasis on the health-related components of physical fitness. This course will use a 

textbook in conjunction with fitness-related activities. 

It is recommended to take this course prior to all other physical education courses. 

Individual Sports I, II, III (PES00055) 
Credits: ½ - 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: Foundations of Personal Fitness 

This course is designed to meet the health-related fitness requirements of today’s 

students. Students will become more fit while participating in various individual sport 

activities. They will become familiar with the sport, with the rules governing the sport, 

safety factors, equipment requirements and modifications that may be made in order to 

make these sports lifetime activities. 

Team Sports I, II, III (PES00055) 
Credits: ½ - 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: Foundations of Personal Fitness 

Students enrolled in Team Sports are expected to develop health-related fitness and an 

appreciation for teamwork and fair play. This course will reinforce the concept of 

incorporating physical activity into a lifestyle beyond high school. 

Physical Education (PES00055) 
Credits: ½ - 1 unit  

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

This course is designed to meet the health-related fitness requirements of today’s 

students. Students will increase fitness while participating in various individual and team 

sports activities in order to become familiar with the rules of the games while developing 

an appreciation for fair play.  This course will reinforce the concept of incorporating 

physical activity into a lifestyle beyond high school. 

 

University Interscholastic League (UIL) Athletic Events (PES00000) 
The Wichita Falls school system offers a wide range of University Interscholastic League competitive sports from which the student may choose. 

One unit of physical education credit is required for graduation by the state of Texas; however, a student may earn up to four units of PE 

equivalent credit toward state requirements for graduation. Grades earned in all physical education classes are calculated into each 

student’s grade point average. 

The following is a list of courses from which students may select, depending upon their particular interests and abilities. 

 Basketball 

 Soccer 

 Golf 

 Tennis 

 Athletic Trainer 

Seasonal: 

 Cross Country (Fall only) 

 Track (Spring only) 

Women only: 

 Volleyball 

 Softball 

Men only: 

 Football 

 Baseball 
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LANGUAGE OPTIONS 

Spanish I (03440100) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Spanish I is an introduction to the Spanish culture, its language and its people. The main 

emphasis is on oral skills while developing reading and writing skills. The student will 

develop a cultural appreciation of the Hispanic world. 

Spanish I Pre-AP (03440100) 

Spanish I IB Pre-DP (03440100) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Advanced Spanish I is designed to enrich and challenge beyond the essentials of Spanish 

I. A higher level of critical thinking will be used in studying the Spanish culture, language, 

and people. 

French I (03410100) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Availability: HHS, WFHS 

French I is an introduction to the French culture, its language and its people. The main 

emphasis is on oral skills while developing reading and writing skills. The student will 

develop a cultural appreciation of the French world. 

French I IB Pre-DP (03410100) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisite: application 

Availability: HHS 

The goal of this course is to develop cultural and linguistic foundations that will allow the 

student to strengthen his/her language skill in Pre-IB French II.  Listening and speaking 

skills are improved using the state of the art language lab. Strong vocabulary skills are a 

necessity and students must be self-motivated in order to complete the rigorous course 

work. This course helps prepare the student for the requirements of the International 

Baccalaureate MYP Certificate and Diploma Program. 

Latin I (03430100) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale  

Availability: RHS 

Latin I is an introduction to the Latin language and to Roman history and culture.  Basic 

vocabulary and grammar are discussed. The main emphasis is on learning English words 

which come from Latin. This emphasis is designed to significantly improve student scores 

on the PSAT, SAT, ACT, and other standardized tests. 

 

OTHER ELECTIVE OPTIONS 

Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps 

(JROTC) LET I (03160100, 

PES00004) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

 

This is an entry-level course to prepare high school cadets for responsible leadership 

roles, while making them aware of their rights, responsibilities (including respect for 

authority), privileges and freedoms that underlie good citizenship. Basic classes include: 

first aid, leadership, techniques of communication, citizenship, American history, drug 

awareness/prevention, financial planning, drill and ceremonies, map reading and physical 

training. This course may be accepted for P.E. credit or elective credit. 

Principles of Agriculture, Food, and 

Natural Resources (13000200) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Location: Rider HS 

A beginning course in which students learn about the FFA, raising livestock as out-of- class 

projects, basic record keeping, leadership, and careers in agriculture.  Students will examine 

topics in soils, plants, animals, agricultural construction, food science, leader- ship, and 

supervised agricultural experiences. Students will learn to become lifelong leaders in one of the 

largest extracurricular organizations.  Although offered at the Rider HS campus, this course is 

open to all WFISD students. 

Principles of Business, Marketing,  

and Finance (13011200) 
Credits: ½ unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

This course develops an understanding of skills used in everyday business.  The class 

provides an opportunity to develop skills related to personal financial management which 

includes budgeting, financial planning, handling of money, and common practices used in 

business. 

 

Business Information Management 

(13011200) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

This course develops technology skills with applications for personal or business 

situations focusing on word processing, spreadsheets, data bases, telecommunications, 

desktop publishing, presentation management, networking, operating systems, emerging 

technologies, and develops intermediate-level skills with an emphasis on end-of-course 

licensures in MOS:  Word, Excel, Access and PowerPoint. 

Fashion Marketing (13016700) 
Credits: ½ unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Students will explore true beauty and how beauty has been defined differently during the 

decades through fashion.  The students will study current fashion trends, current fashion 

designers, and how fashion is marketed.  They will learn how the economy, social norms, 

and uncontrollable occurrences in the marketplace affect fashion. 

Sports and Entertainment Marketing 

(N1242048) 
Credits: ½ - 1 unit.  Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

This class will provide students with a thorough understanding of the marketing concepts 

and theories that apply to sports, sporting events, and entertainment, while also covering 

many other aspects of careers in marketing.  Students will have the opportunity to 

develop promotional plans, endorsement contracts, and management techniques. 
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Professional Communications 

(13009900) 
Credits: ½ unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

This class is designed to improve communication skills with peers, family, teachers, 

employers, or large groups of people, so that the student may participate more 

successfully in professional and social life.  Rapidly expanding technologies and corporate 

systems demand strong choices in verbal and nonverbal messages, listening skills, and 

critical thinking.  Students enrolled in Professional Communications will be expected to 

identify, analyze, develop, and evaluate communication skills needed for professional and 

social success in interpersonal situations, interviews, group interactions, and professional 

or personal presentations. 

Principles of Human Services 

(13024200) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

This comprehensive laboratory course is designed to address a broad range of knowledge 

and skills related to personal development and management, promotion of strong 

families, and preparation for adult roles. Content includes focus on interpersonal skills, 

decision-making, promotion of family strengths and well-being, developing positive 

relationships with peers, child development and care, and clothing selection and 

maintenance. Other studies address nutrition and dietary practices, food selection and 

preparation, budgeting and consumer-buying practices, and management of family 

housing needs. Influences of societal and technological changes, career options, and the 

management of multiple family, community, and wage earner roles are included. 

Family and Community Services 

(13024900) 
Credits: ½ - 1 unit.  Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Availability: HHS, WFHS 

This course is designed to involve students in realistic and meaningful community-based 

activities.  Emphasis is placed on developing and enhancing organizational and leadership 

skills and characteristics. 

Principles of Information Technology 

(13027200) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

An exploratory course designed to investigate the use of computers in many fields. 

Activities may include but are not limited to computer hardware and software, networking, 

job exploration, word processing, desktop publishing, spreadsheets, developing 

multimedia presentations, and web page design. 

 

Principles of Art, A/V & 

Communications Technology 

(13027200) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

A technical course which develops advanced knowledge and skills in the use of 

computers for multimedia presentations and digital animation. Course introduces 

students to 3-D modeling and rendering techniques and resources.  This hands-on-course 

allows students to create, edit, and render characters, vehicles, scenes, or objects, and to 

design and produce multimedia presentations that use images, video, and audio 

resources deliver a message. 

 

ACADEMIC ADVANCEMENT: Should I take advanced courses? 

 

For some students, the work presented in the regular curriculum may not be sufficiently challenging. To offer a more 

accelerated learning environment, the Wichita Falls ISD offers courses in line with the Advanced Placement (AP) 

program and with the International Baccalaureate (IB) diploma program (DP). 

 

Program Advanced Placement (AP) International Baccalaureate (IB) 

Organization The AP program is developed by the College Board. 
The IB program is developed by the International 

Baccalaureate Organization (IBO). 

Information  http://apcentral.collegeboard.com http://www.ibo.org/ 

Availability 

(in WFISD) 
Rider High School and Wichita Falls High School Hirschi High School 

 

Students who take AP and IB-DP courses will complete college-level studies while still in their junior or senior years 

of high school.  Before that, students in grades 6 through 11 can take Pre-AP and IB Pre-DP courses to prepare for 

this upper-level coursework.  Enrolling in one of these advanced courses has some benefits and some challenges. 

Benefits 

 Advanced courses can earn additional points toward a student’s GPA. 

 Students can eventually earn college credit for passing scores on AP/IB exams. 

 Advanced courses may provide more opportunities for students to express their creativity, curiosity, and imagination. 

Challenges 

 Because of their greater depth, advanced courses are more challenging than regular classes. 

 Advanced courses involve a heavier work load, and require students to spend much more time on studies outside of 

class. 

 

If you are a student or parent with questions about whether to sign up for advanced courses, contact your school 

counselor, or seek input from your academic teachers. 

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/
http://www.ibo.org/

